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[Updated September 2025]

Doctors and Healthcare
Doctors Surgery: To make an appointment or speak to a doctor, 01647 24272, or via the NHS App 
Monday to Friday between 8am and 6pm (except Bank or statutory holidays)

Out of Hours: Call 111. Emergency: Call 999 

The Patient Group: Amanda Vooght (Chair), 01647 24593

TALKWORKS Depression & Anxiety Service (South & West Devon): 0300 555 33 44

Minor Injuries Unit: Okehampton Medical Centre, 8.15am to 6pm, Monday to Friday

Emergency Services	 Police
Electricity:	 0800 365 900	 Non-emergency:	 101

Gas:	 0800 111 999	 Crimestoppers:	 0800 555 111

Water:	 0344 346 2020	 Neighbourhood Watch:	 Jean Martin, 01647 24586

Highways Agency:	 0300 123 5000	

Streetlights, potholes:	 0345 155 1004, csc.roads@devon.gov.uk

Schools and Local Organisations
Cheriton Bishop Primary School: 01647 24817 (term time only) 
Head Teacher: Mr Alex Cross, Secretary: Mrs Jane Fielding. Contact: admincheritonbishop@thelink.academy

Friends of Cheriton Bishop Primary School (PTFA): 01647 24817 (term time only) 
Chair: Anna Southall. Contact: ptfacheritonbishop@gmail.com

Acorn Community Support: 01647 252701

Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, & Explorers: Ollie Milverton, 07706 695928

Young Farmers: Lily ford, 07495708029

North Dartmoor Walking Group: Jon Whitehead, 01647 281454

Farming Community Networks (FCNs) helpline: 0300 111999 or Joanne Jones, 07897 540278

Churches
Anglican Team Ministry:	 Rev. Martin Wood, The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop, 01647 24119, Tuesday to Sunday 
	 Church Warden: Alan Greenslade, 01647 24002

West Down Chapel:	 Derek Coren, 01647 24264

Halls & Meeting Rooms
Village Hall:	 Online booking: https://v2.hallmaster.co.uk/Diary/MainPanel/13887  
	 Telephone: Jo Carter, 07899 074835, Email: cheritonbishopvillagehall@gmail.com 
	 General enquiries: Jon Whitehead, 01647 281454

Spalding Hall:	 Jean Martin, 01647 24586 (if no reply after 24 hrs, call Paul Mitchell, 01647 24405)

Flagmasters	 Eddie & Fiona Hall, 01647 252966

Local Authorities

Useful Information

Cheriton Bishop Parish Councillors:
Adrian Fry
Roger Marshall, (Vice Chair), 07707 893306
Peter O’Neill (Chair), 07932 660550
Caroline Royle

Crockernwell Parish Councillors:
Peter Brennan (Chair),  
Cllr.Brennan.Drewsteignton@outlook.com 

Parish Clerks:
Jane Clark (Cheriton Bishop), clerk@cheritonbishop-pc.org.uk
Lou Butler (Drewsteignton), clerk.drewsteigntonpc@outlook.com
Jane Clark (Tedburn St Mary), 07932 386023

Mid Devon District Councillors:
Martin Binks, mbinks@middevon.gov.uk
Sandy Chenore, schenore@middevon.gov.uk

Devon County Councillor:
Jim Cairney (Crediton), jim.cairney@devon.gov.uk
Sue Davies (Hatherleigh & Chagford), sue.davies@devon.gov.uk

West Devon Borough Councillor:
Steve Guthrie, cllr.steve.guthrie@westdevon.gov.uk

Member of Parliament:
Mel Stride MP (Central Devon) 
House of Commons, London, SW1 1AA

mailto:csc.roads%40devon.gov.uk?subject=
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Welcome to the Newsletter
Newsletter Team
Editor: 	 Lucy Cooper 
	 01647 272765 
	 cheritonnews@gmail.com

Advertising:	 Jo Carter 
	 cheritonads@gmail.com

Production:	 Jan Mitchell 
	 Patience Netherway 
	 Caryn Tripp 
	 Tracy Edwards

Collation:	 Paul Mitchell 
	 Patience Netherway

Web Editing:	 James Jillians

Advertising Rates
Yellow Pages Adverts
If you would like to advertise in our  
Yellow Pages section, please email 
 cheritonads@gmail.com 

Advertising in 10 issues: 
¼ page = £55
½ page = £100
Ads in the White Pages (per issue):
•	 Full page = £25
•	 Half page = £12.50
•	 Quarter page = £7
Email: cheritonnews@gmail.com

Flyer Inserts
We can insert an A4 Flyer, single or  
double-sided. Please supply 250 copies
•	 Cost of inserting A4 flyer = £25
Please email: cheritonads@gmail.com

Classified Ads
Looking to buy?  
Something to sell?  
Items to Free-Cycle?

If you would like to advertise your items 
in our Classifieds section, please email: 
cheritonnews@gmail.com

Phew! I have just finished this double-
edition and I am sure it will take you a fair 
bit of time to go through it all! 

As our next deadline won’t be until 
20th January, I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. It is a 
real pleasure to get the newsletter out to 
you all and it is so nice to hear how well 
received it is.

Please let me know if you have any stories 
or info that you think our readers would 
be interested in. But remember, I only put 
nice things in here and you don’t want to 
go on the naughty list - Santa’s watching ; )

Lucy x

Newsletter Copy 
Deadline
Please send your information, events 
& articles for the February edition by:

Tuesday 20th January
Editorial: Lucy Cooper 
cheritonnews@gmail.com 
01647 272765
Advertising: Jo Carter 
cheritonads@gmail.com

mailto:cheritonnews%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cheritonads%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cheritonads%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cheritonads%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cheritonnews%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cheritonads%40gmail.com?subject=
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Meetings, Hobbies & Interests
Beavers (6-8 yrs): Every Thursday (term time). Contact: Ollie Milverton - 07706 695928

Cheriton Bishop Lunch Club: The first Tuesday of each month at The Kings Arms 
Contact: Jean Martin - 01647 24586

Cheriton Bishop Baby & Toddler Group: Fridays (term time), 9:30am to 11:30am , CB Village Hall

Cheriton Bishop Pre-School & Primary School: Contact: admincheritonbishop@thelink.academy

Cubs (8-10 yrs): Thursdays (term time only). Contact: Ollie Milverton - 07706 695928

Quiz Night: The Old Thatch Inn (September - April). Contact: The Fun Quiz @ The Old Thatch on 
Facebook. To be added to the WhatsApp group list, message JT - 07717 148550

Dartmoor Creative Textiles: Every first Tuesday afternoon in the month  
Contact: Elaine Clark - elainejclark@hotmail.co.uk

Explorers (14-18 yrs): Every other Thursday evening (term time) 
Contact: James Jillians - James.b.jillians@gmail.com

Folk Group - Folkus: Every Friday evening from 8pm 
Contact: Jenny Grist - 01647 281110 or email - jennyjanegrist@outlook.com

Gardening Club: Every third Monday evening in the month (Autumn & Winter) 
Contact: Janet Jeffery - 01647 24414

Open Mic Night: Monthly at The Old Thatch Inn. Check Newsletter and Facebook for dates 
Contact: Steve Colderick - colderick@btinternet.com

Parish Council: Every second Monday evening in the month

Pilates: Wednesdays (term time only), 6:30pm, CB Village Hall. Booking: www.adelespilates.co.uk

Scouts (10-14 yrs): Monday evenings (term time). Contact: Ollie Milverton - 07706 695928

Short Mat Bowling: Mondays, 2pm - 4.30pm, Village Hall. Contact: David Tripp - 01647 24582

Squirrels (4-6 yrs): Every other Saturday (term time). Contact: Ollie Milverton - 07706 695928

Tea @ The Hub - Acorn: Fortnightly on a Friday, 2-4pm at YFC Hub 
Contact: Mandy or Fran - 01647 252701

Walking Group: For daytime walks see the North Dartmoor Walking Group Facebook page 
Contact: Jon Whitehead - 01647 281454

Yoga: Tuesdays, 6.30pm - 7.30pm, CB Village Hall. Booking: www.devonrootsyoga.co.uk/bookings

Young Farmers: Monthly, every 1st & 3rd Tuesday evening. Contact: Lydia Gough - 07903 227415

Regular Diary Dates

Please Keep this Information Page Up-to-Date
Please email cheritonnews@gmail.com if you need to add a fixture, or update / delete 
details and information in this section. Thank you.

[October 2025]

mailto:admincheritonbishop%40thelink.academy?subject=
mailto:elainejclark%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:jennyjanegrist%40outlook.com?subject=
http://www.adelespilates.co.uk
http://www.devonrootsyoga.co.uk/bookings


3

December 2025
1st	 Short Mat Bowls	 Cheriton Bishop Village Hall	 1pm
2nd	 Acorn Christmas Lunch	 The Kings Arms, Tedburn St Mary	 Page 4
6th	 Coffee Morning	 Spalding Hall	 Page 4
9th	 Acorn Outing	 Otter Nurseries	 Page 10
9th	 Dartmoor Creative Textiles	 Cheriton Bishop Village Hall	 12 noon - 4pm
10th	 Shopping at Sainsbury’s	 Acorn Community Support	 Page 10
11th	 Memory Lane Café	 Acorn Community Support	 Page 10
12th	 Tea @ The Hub	 Young Farmers Club Hub	 1pm - 3pm
12th	 Christmas Carols with The University of Exeter Chapel Choir - SOLD OUT	 Page 5
14th	 Quiz Night	 The Old Thatch Inn	 Page 6
15th	 CB Gardening Club: Wreath Making	 Cheriton Bishop Village Hall	 Page 6
17th	 Shopping at Sainsbury’s	 Acorn Community Support	 Page 10
19th	 Rainbow Club	 Carers Support Group (Acorn)	 Page 10

January 2026
2nd	 Tea @ The Hub	 Young Farmers Club Hub	 2pm - 4pm
5th	 Short Mat Bowls	 Cheriton Bishop Village Hall	 1pm
6th	 Acorn New Year Lunch	 The Kings Arms, Tedburn St Mary	 Page 7
6th	 Dartmoor Creative Textiles	 Cheriton Bishop Village Hall	 12 noon - 4pm
7th	 Shopping at Sainsbury’s	 Acorn Community Support	 Page 10
8th	 Memory Lane Café	 Acorn Community Support	 Page 10
10th	 Acorn Outing	 DADS Panto: Aladdin (pg7)	 Page 10
10th to 17th: DADSs Pantomime: Aladdin	 Dunsford Village Hall	 Page 7
11th	 Quiz Night	 The Old Thatch Inn	 Page 8
12th	 Parish Council Meeting	 Spalding Hall 	 7pm
16th	 Tea @ The Hub	 Young Farmers Club Hub	 2pm - 4pm
19th	 CB Gardening Club: Annual Quiz	 Cheriton Bishop Village Hall	 Page 8
20th	 Cheriton Bishop & Crockernwell Newsletter Deadline
21st	 Shopping at Sainsbury’s	 Acorn Community Support	 Page 10
25th	 Robin Hood & Babes in the Wood	 TsM Village Hall (Matinée)	 Page 9
29th	 Memory Lane Café	 Acorn Community Support	 Page 10
29th	 Robin Hood & Babes in the Wood	 TsM Village Hall (Evening)	 Page 9
30th	 Tea @ The Hub	 Young Farmers Club Hub	 2pm - 4pm
30th	 Robin Hood & Babes in the Wood	 TsM Village Hall (Evening)	 Page 9
31st	 Robin Hood & Babes in the Wood	 TsM Village Hall (Matinée & evening)	 Page 9

Dates for your Diary
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What’s On?
Short Mat Bowls
 Monday 1st December 2025  
 Monday 5th January 2026 
from 1pm, Cheriton Bishop Village Hall

Newcomers are welcome but please contact me 
beforehand on 07775 813 676 or 01647 24582.
We offer an hour-long practice session from 
1pm, with tuition to hone your skills and learn the 
etiquette before the full session at 2pm. 

David Tripp 
Chairman, Cheriton Bishop SMBC

Bridge Club
Tuesdays, 7.30pm,  
Morchard Bishop Parish Hall 
Would you like to play Bridge at our 
friendly club? With a free lesson 
beforehand for those who want it. 
Come along and give us a try.

John Chater, 01363 877096

Acorn Community Support

Come & Join Us for 
Christmas Lunch
Tuesday 2nd December, 12.30pm,  
Kings Arms, Tedburn St.Mary

Choose from:
•	 Roast Turkey Breast  

with seasonal  
vegetables

•	 Roast Topside of Beef  
with seasonal vegetables

•	 Roasted Salmon  
with seasonal vegetables

•	 Christmas Pudding  
with Brandy Sauce

•	 Ice Cream Sundae

£14 per person

All Ages Welcome!
Please call Jean on 01647 24586 before  
29th November to book your place.

Spalding Hall

Coffee Morning
Saturday 6th December,  
10.30am - 12 midday

•	 Mulled Wine
•	 Mince Pies
•	 Raffle

Give us a visit  
& support  
Spalding  
Hall!

Walking Group
Our walks are typically about 2 hours  
and 4-5 miles and not too arduous. 

We share transport, so if you  
don’t drive please get in touch.  
We welcome anyone  
to join us.

Jon Whitehead 
01647 281454
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What’s On?
Dartmoor  
Creative  
Textiles

Festive Crafting
Tuesday 9th December, 12 noon - 4pm,  
Cheriton Bishop Village Hall

As the year draws to a close, members will 
gather for a festive and creative meeting 
filled with crafting, conversation and a 
shared lunch. There will also be a raffle for a 
local charity. 

If you are interested in joining the group, 
please contact me via email.

Elaine Clark, elainejclark@hotmail.co.uk

Teign Valley 
Men’s Sheds
Every Thursday in December and 
January (except 25th December and 
1st January) from 9:30am to 12:30pm

The session on 18th December will 
include Christmas goodies! 

If you are already a member, look out 
for an email or WhatsApp message just 
in case we have to cancel, or contact 
the email address below.

The Shed is located at Embercombe in 
Higher Ashton, EX6 7QQ – on the first 
floor of the large building just beyond 
the main car park. Coffee and tea will 
be available. Transport is available 
if required – a minibus (courtesy of 
Acorn) is available most weeks, at 
a cost of £5 per week. See contact 
details.

What are Men’s Sheds?
“Sheds” are kitted-out community 
spaces where men can enjoy practical 
hobbies. They’re about making friends, 
learning and sharing skills - and for a bit 
of banter over a cup of coffee or tea. 

The current focus is on woodwork. If 
you have skills to share, or you have 
very little or no experience and want to 
learn, then you will be very welcome! 
There is an annual membership fee 
of £10, and a session fee of £5 for 
each session. For further details or 
to register an interest, or to arrange 
transport, email teignvalleyshed@
gmail.com

Everyone is welcome! Don’t miss an 
opportunity to meet new friends and 
learn/share some practical skills.

Steve Cook 
Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community

with

12 December at 7pm
The Great Barn

Higher Ashton, Exeter, EX6 7QP
www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk

This concert sold out in record time 
this year. A huge thank you to the 

whole community for your support 
and in particular our sponsors for 2025

If you are interested in sponsoring 
Acorn activities or events in the future, please 

contact jeskasharland@hotmail.com

mailto:elainejclark%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:teignvalleyshed%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:teignvalleyshed%40gmail.com?subject=
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What’s On?

Hiring Spalding Hall
Spalding Hall, Church Lane,  
Cheriton Bishop, EX6 6HY

Bookings:
Please call Jean Martin on 01647 24586

Chairs, crockery, cutlery and tables may also  
be available to hire for use off site.

Hourly rate £7.50

Morning (7am-12 noon) £22.00

Afternoon (12.30pm-5.30pm) £22.00

Morning and afternoon £35.00

Evening (6pm-11pm) £25.00

Day + Evening £60.00

The Old Thatch 
Presents…

The Fun Quiz!

Sunday 14th December

The Sunday menu (Roasts and 
other selections) is available until 
7.30pm. Book a table for food any 
time up to 7pm and if only coming 
for the quiz you can book a table 
from 7.30pm onwards. 

Quiz entries will be £2 a person - 
cash only : )

Join the WhatsApp group! Message 
‘Quizmaster’ JT, 07717 148550

Cheriton Bishop Gardening Club 

Wreath Making
Monday 15th December, 7.30pm,  
Cheriton Bishop Village Hall

The Wreath Making  
evening is free to  
members, £5 for  
non-members. 

There will  
be plenty of  
greenery,  
and cones,  
and some  
rings supplied.

Please bring  
scissors, secateurs,  
and any special baubles, ornaments, 
ribbons, bells etc. you would like to include 
in your wreath design.

To help with setting-up, booking for non-
members is requested but not mandatory. 
Please call Sally on 01647 24724 to book 
your place. Seasonal refreshments will be 
served.

Janet Jeffery 
07502 282 412
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What’s On?

Acorn Community Support

Acorn Lunch Club
Tuesday 6th January, 12.30pm,  
The Kings Arms, Tedburn St Mary
Join friends and neighbours for lunch 
at the pub with Acorn Community 
Support. 

We would love to see new faces, so 
call me to tell me your choices from 
the menu below, and come join us. 
Choose from three mains and two 
desserts for £11 per person. 

Menu
•	 Meat Pie, Potatoes & Vegetables
•	 Scampi, Chips & Peas
•	 Penang Curry

•	 Bread & Butter Pudding
•	 Ice Cream

Please call me by 2nd January to place 
your order and to let me know if you 
need a lift.

Jean Martin, 01647 24586

Dartmoor Creative Textiles

Gelli Plate Printing
Tuesday 6th January, 12 noon - 4pm, Cheriton Bishop Village Hall

Looking ahead to January, we start the year with an exciting hands-on artistic 
experience as we dive into the world of Gelli plate printing and creative techniques 
using Tyvek fabric. Members will have the chance to explore the unique textures and 
unpredictable magic of gelli plates. These are ideal for making vibrant monoprints, 
layered backgrounds and experimental patterns. Tyvek opens the door beautifully 
to heat and manipulation. Beginners and seasoned artists alike will find plenty of 
inspiration in this dynamic workshop led by Ann and Les Chandler.

We are so fortunate to have this club locally and would welcome new members from 
the locality. If you are interested in joining the group, please contact me via email.

Elaine Clark, elainejclark@hotmail.co.uk

 
 Proudly Presents…

January 2026 Show Times:
Saturday 10th, Matinée 2.30pm & 7.30pm 

Sunday 11th, Matinée 2.30pm 
Tuesday 13th, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 14th, 7.30pm 
Thursday 15th, 7.30pm 

Friday 16th, 7.30pm 
Saturday 17th, Matinée 2.30pm & 7.30pm

Dunsford Village Hall, Exeter EX6 7DB

Tickets: £8, available from 1st December online 
at www.dadsonstage.co.uk or call 01392 425 281

mailto:elainejclark%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
http://www.dadsonstage.co.uk
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The Old Thatch 
Presents…

Sunday 11th January

Book a table for food any time 
up to 7pm and if only coming for 
the quiz you can book a table 
from 7.30pm onwards. Quiz 
entries will be £2 a person
Message 07717 148550 to join the 
WhatsApp group!

The next two Quiz dates are:  
1st February, 1st March.

Cheriton Bishop Village Hall Hire
To book the hall or to check availability, please visit the Cheriton Bishop Village Website, 
then find the Village Hall link. If you would like a regular booking, please contact Jo Carter. 
Cheriton Bishop Village Website: https://cheritonbishop.org.uk/ 
Booking link: https://v2.hallmaster.co.uk/Diary/MainPanel/13887

Jo Carter, cheritonbishopvillagehall@gmail.com, 07899 074835

Session Residents & local 
organisations

Half session 
(max 2 hours)

Commercial

Morning 7am-12 noon £25.00 £12.50 £50.00
Afternoon 12.30pm-5.30pm £25.00 £12.50 £50.00
Evening 6pm-11pm £30.00 £15.00 £60.00
Morning + Afternoon £35.00 £70.00
Afternoon + Evening £40.00 £80.00
Day + Evening £60.00 £120.00

What’s On?
Cheriton Bishop Gardening Club 

Annual Gardening 
Quiz Night
Monday 19th January, 7.30pm,  
Spalding Hall

This is our annual Gardening Quiz night 
– teams are arranged on the night so just 
turn up, all welcome. 

At present we are missing our trophy –  
if anybody has a round wooden disc with 
two dibbers with a twine between them, 
please could they bring it along!

Janet Jeffery, 07502 282 412

https://cheritonbishop.org.uk/ 
https://v2.hallmaster.co.uk/Scheduler/View/13887?startRoom=29280 
mailto:cheritonbishopvillagehall%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://v2.hallmaster.co.uk/Scheduler/View/13887?startRoom=29280
https://v2.hallmaster.co.uk/Diary/MainPanel/13887
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What’s On?

Save the 
Date…

Get ready for laughter, music and plenty of 
panto magic as TADS proudly presents this 
year’s spectacular production at Tedburn 
Village Hall!

Join our merry band deep in the heart 
of Sherwood Forest as Robin Hood and 
his friends take on the wicked Sheriff of 
Nottingham in a fun-filled adventure for 
all ages. Expect catchy songs, dazzling 
costumes, cheeky humour, and a story 
that’ll have you booing, cheering, and 
singing along from start to finish!

Show Dates January 2026:
Sunday 25th – Matinée
Thursday 29th – Evening
Friday 30th – Evening
Saturday 31st – Matinée & Evening

Mark your calendars and round up your 
friends and family - this is a show you won’t 
want to miss! Tickets will be available soon, 
so keep your eyes peeled for more details.

Whitestone Players Present

By Alan Frayn

February 2026
Tuesday 3rd to Saturday 7th, 7.30pm  

& 2.30pm (Saturday Matinée)

www.ticketsource.co.uk/
whitestone-players

Whitestone Parish Hall, EX4 2JS

Supporting

http://ticketsource.co.uk/whitestone-players 
http://ticketsource.co.uk/whitestone-players 
http://ticketsource.co.uk/whitestone-players 
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Update from Acorn
“Christmas is a season not only 
of rejoicing but of reflection.” 

Winston Churchill

Acorn would like to wish you ALL a very Magical 
Christmas and Happy New Year! It’s been another 
busy and joyful year of outings, lunches, coffees 
and cakes in abundance and a good helping of 
laughter and fun too!

REMINDER: Carol Concert at the Great Barn, 
Higher Ashton with the University of Exeter 
Chapel Choir on 12th December 2025, visit  
www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE: The Acorn office will be closed 
from 1pm, Friday 19th December 2025 until 9am, 
Monday 5th January 2026. 

All Acorn Areas
Tea @ the Hub, YFC Head Office,  
Cheriton Bishop
Friday 12th December, 1pm - 3pm 
Fridays 2nd, 16th & 30th January, 2pm - 4pm 
Join us for tea, coffee and cake. Mingle with new 
friends and catch up with old friends. No need to 
book, just turn up!

Memory Lane Café
Thursday 11th December 
Thursdays 8th & 29th January 
If you know of someone who you feel may benefit 
from this targeted club, then please call as 
below. This club is the 2nd Thursday and the last 
Thursday of the month.

Rainbow Club - Carers Support Group
Friday 19th December (January date TBC)
Do you care for a partner or a close family 
member? This monthly get together with other 
carers might be just what you need. Free informal 
/ confidential chat with a cup of tea. Please call 
the office number to learn more.

From Cheriton Bishop
Lunch Clubs at The Kings Arms, TsM
Tuesday 2nd December 
Tuesday 6th January  
Contact Jean Martin on 01647 24586 to book  
(a few of days in advance please)

Shopping at Sainsbury’s
Wednesdays 10th & 17th December (one week 
apart to ensure you get your Christmas goodies) 
Wednesdays 7th & 21st January 
The bus will collect you from home and return  
you safely back with your shopping.

Outings
Tuesday 9th December: Otter Nurseries 
Saturday 10th January: Panto season at 
Dunsford Village Hall and this year it’s Aladdin!

From the Teign Valley
Lunch Clubs
Wednesday 10th December: The Union, 
Moretonhampstead 
Tuesday 20th January: We start the new year  
at The Welcome Stranger, Liverton

Outings
Wednesday 17th December: Otter Nurseries 
Saturday 10th January: Meeting up with the 
Cheriton Bishop group at the Panto in Dunsford

Coffee Mornings
Tuesdays 2nd & 16th December 
Tuesdays 13th & 27th January 
10.30am to 12pm, Teign Valley Community Hall
Activities such as Bingo, quizzes and much more 
with plenty of chatter to go with your coffee and 
cake! Our members will make you very welcome.

Shopping
Friday 12th December & Fridays 9th January 
(Tesco, Newton Abbot) 
Friday 19th December & Friday 23rd January 
(Sainsbury’s, Alphington) 
The bus will collect you from home and return  
you safely back with your shopping.

Book Your Seat…
If you would like to book a seat for any of our trips, 
lunches or coffee mornings, then please contact 
Mandy or Fran at the Acorn office on 01647 
252701. Best wishes,

The A(corn) Team

“No Winter lasts forever; no 
Spring skips its turn.”  Hal Borland

http://www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk
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Letters to the Editor

News from the Moor
As I write, it is racing towards December. We 
are celebrating another successful inter-
school run with over 200 children from local 
primary schools racing down the main drive 
and out on to the estate. I am sure you heard 
the cheers from the children. This is the 
12th year of us hosting this brilliant event 
and it continues to bring such joy and a great 
experience for young runners. Huge thanks 
to the OCRA team for working so hard to plan 
and deliver this with us.

Coming up on Friday 5th December is a 
unique opportunity brought to us by the 
Two Moor Pine Marten project right on our 
doorstep in Fingle Woods. Renowned author 
and professional storyteller Chris Salisbury 
will be leading a special outdoor workshop  
in a woodland setting. It’s a free  
experience, but places are  
limited. The idea behind  
the workshop is to  
learn from Chris and  
then co-create  
while exploring  
the woods. 

If this sounds interesting, then please do get 
in touch (paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk) 
and we can signpost you to the booking page 
with our friends at Devon Wildlife Trust.

Castle Drogo is ready to open for a 70s 
Christmas and is looking fabulous. You can 
see the full opening dates on the website, but 
please do check on the day of your visit just in 
case of any extreme weather. 

After the positive feedback from last year, the 
Castle will once again be open from Saturday 
27th to Wednesday 31st December for 
some post-Christmas mooching. The Visitor 
Centre, Gardens and Castle then close from 
Thursday 1st January re-opening Saturday 
14th February. The car park and estate walks 
will still be open throughout but don’t forget 
that the toilets will be closed. During the 
closure, we will be completing the annual 
deep clean and working our socks off to get 
ready for the 2026 season.

Paula Clarke 
Volunteering & Community Manager, Dartmoor 
paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk

Visit The Cheriton Bishop Village Website
For more information about Cheriton Bishop, Crockernwell and the surrounding area, 
please visit: www.cheritonbishop.org.uk

If you have anything you would like to add to our website, (information, local clubs, village 
life images etc), please visit: cheritonbishop.org.uk/contact/

Village postcards can be found online: cheritonbishop.org.uk/photos-and-postcards/

Dear all,
An amazing collection on Remembrance Sunday for the Royal British Legion.  
We raised £299.81 at the service for Help for Heroes. Thank you for help and support.

Martin Wood
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Letters to the Editor

The Role of Cheriton 
Bishop Parish Council
Dear Resident, 

Are you interested in 
getting involved?
We are looking for new 
councillors to join us… 
We are a friendly and open-minded 
group and would really welcome 
new people to help us make a 
difference to the village and bring 
some new ideas and perspectives 
to the table. 

The Parish Council meet at 7pm on 
the first Monday of each month in 
the Spalding Hall. Everyone from 
the village is most welcome to 
attend.

No experience is necessary. 

Just bring your enthusiasm and  
a desire to make a difference! 

For further information contact:

Jane Clark,  
clerk@cheritonbishop-pc.org.uk

Peter O’Neil, 07932 660550

What have we done this year?
Over the past 12 months we have:
•	 Worked with Devon County Highways to 

extend the 20-mph speed limit within the 
village, and to reduce from 60mph to 30mph 
on the remaining stretches of the two roads 
as far as Four Cross Way.

Scheduled for completion in 2026:
•	 Renovated the War Memorial  

and replaced bench seats.

•	 Automatic speed monitoring  
has been in operation.

•	 Supported the annual village  
‘Bring & Share’ party.

•	 Allocated funds to the Baby & Toddler Group 
for its move to the Village Hall and to the 
Village Show in support of the Gardening 
Club.

•	 Reviewed numerous planning applications, 
listening to residents’ concerns and raising 
them with the relevant planning authorities.

•	 Liaised with Bunny Homes site manager 
concerning mud on the road and delivery 
times to the site.

•	 Started work on a plan for the allocation  
of £40,000+ open space funding from Bunny 
Homes.

•	 Worked with year 6 primary school  
classes on a community project.

•	 Two new Councillors have joined us and 
we have bid farewell to two other Parish 
Councillors.

mailto:clerk%40cheritonbishop-pc.org.uk?subject=
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Letters to the Editor
St Mary’s Church Grand New Year Draw
We are really so pleased that not just 
the immediate community but the wider 
community as well are getting behind our Grand 
New Year Draw in aid of the church. 

In addition to our two horse racing passes we 
now have two tickets to give away to a CHIEFS 
match. 

Locally, our own baker Hils from Hat-a-Cakes 
has offered to bake us a box of Brownies. We 
also have vouchers for a free Window Clean to 
the value of £25, 2 x Oinkers meat vouchers of 
£15 each, a treatment from the Beauty Room, 
Cream teas at both Fingle Bridge and Bow 
Garden Centre. Curworthy cheese will be giving 
a selection of their cheeses, and our Avon rep, 
Gemma James will be giving a selection of 
Avon. 

Systems 6 Kitchen Store has promised a food 
hamper, and Pauline and Michael Scanes a 
basket of fruit. Pippa Pearce makes beautiful 
silver earrings and she has offered a set as a 
prize, with another pair from her husband Paul 
Pearce on behalf of BG Pearce and Sam Keeves 
of MKM Engineering. 

Paradise Construction has given a bottle of 
Baileys and a box of After Eight Chocolates, 
Annie Martin has donated two of her Mid-
Devon Honey gift boxes and we have two 
passes to Stone Lane Gardens. Prizes have 
been promised from Thatchers, Mole Avon, 
Boots, Jonathan Woods Veterinary Surgery, 
West Country Rural Surveyors and Peter 
Guscott Fencing has pledged a voucher for 
a deep skin massage from a therapist at 
Chagford to the value of £60. Several bottles 

of Wine and a couple of bottles of Malt Whiskey 
have also been given. We have also had a family 
pass from Rosemoor pledged and Claire - our 
village mobile hairdresser - has pledged a 
voucher for a hair do. May I thank everyone 
so very much who has so very kindly donated 
prizes. We understand only too well, that 
businesses are feeling the pinch with profit 
margins depleting, so we are all the more 
appreciative of the prizes given. 

I am not quite at my target of 100 prizes yet, 
but getting there. If you would like to give 
a prize there is still time, just email me at 
j.drake123@btinternet.com or call me on my 
mobile: 07854 954 477.

Tickets are £1 each or £5 per book, on sale 
at Oinkers and Milk on the Move, who has also 
pledged a prize. Members of the church will also 
be selling tickets. 

Our draw is going to be a lovely start to the New 
Year and we hope to see as many as possible at 
the church service at 11 o’clock on the 11th of 
January 2026 to share a coffee and home made 
biscuits, with friends and neighbours from this 
wonderful community, when you can see if you 
have won a prize. We also hope to make this 
family service special in other ways too. 

I haven’t been able to list all the prizes of course 
but in February I am hoping to be able to attach 
a list in the Newsletter of every prize that was 
donated, by whom and who received it. 

This just gives you a taster of what is to come. 

Julie Drake 
On behalf of Cheriton Bishop PCC Grand New Year Draw

Cheriton Bishop Village Hall
Annual General Meeting, Thursday 12th February 2026 at 8ppm 
All welcome, especially if you are interested in joining the committee.

Online Booking: Please visit the booking link: https://v2.hallmaster.co.uk/Diary/
MainPanel/13887 or email Jo Carter: cheritonbishopvillagehall@gmail.com.

mailto:j.drake123%40btinternet.com?subject=
https://v2.hallmaster.co.uk/Diary/MainPanel/13887
https://v2.hallmaster.co.uk/Diary/MainPanel/13887
mailto:cheritonbishopvillagehall%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Letters to the Editor

Tedburn WI
The November meeting for members of 
Tedburn St Mary WI was held on Tuesday 4th 
at Tedburn St Mary Village Hall. 

Following the business section of the 
meeting, Tedburn St Mary WI enjoyed a 
fascinating presentation delivered by the 
speaker for the evening, Dawn Swancott, and 
her colleague Bobby from Tedburn Spinners 
and Knitters. 

Demonstrations and an informative talk 
on wool and spinning was delivered, and 
members were able to try their hand at the 
process. A huge thank you to Dawn and 
Bobby for sharing their knowledge and skills 
with us. There was also the opportunity to 
take part in the monthly competitions, a 
raffle, and enjoy tea, coffee and biscuits. 

WI members will also participate in a visit to 
Bow Aquatic Garden Centre Garden Centre 
this month to share time together over lunch 
and have enjoyed an excellent Jane Austen 
talk and afternoon tea.

A Christmas chocolate making session and 
time spent together walking in our beautiful 

Devon environment are amongst the other 
activities recently on offer to members. 

Future plans include a Christmas Shopping 
trip to Bristol, the opportunity to participate 
in the Exeter Cathedral Carol Concert, and 
Christmas wreath making. 

Our regular meetings are held in Tedburn 
St Mary Village Hall on the first Tuesday of 
each month, at 7.30pm. As always, we love 
to meet prospective new members, and you 
will be warmly welcomed if you would like to 
attend. There are lots of activities on offer at 
Tedburn St Mary WI every month, including 
good speakers, walks, and knitting and craft 
sessions. 

Remember that the first meeting attended is 
free, to enable you to decide whether to join 
our WI. Just contact either Jane or Rachel.

President: Jane, 07814659526 
Secretary: Rachel, 01642 61868

Hello Cheriton Bishop
We have recently moved into the Cheriton Bishop and 
would like to say hello and let the community know that 
we have officially changed the name of our new home 
from ‘The Cottage’, to ‘Holm Oak Manor’. We are Mims and 
Greg and we will also have Greg’s parents Pam and Martin 
living with us in the new year. 

We renamed the house after the large 
Holm oak in the garden that we believe 
arrived here from Europe in the 1500’s 
or so our research has told us. 

We are looking forward to getting to 
know everyone from the village!

Mims & Greg

Welcome Mims & Greg  
(my new neighbours!) 

With the development on Church 
Lane well underway, Cheriton 
Bishop will soon be welcoming 
many new faces. It would be 
really nice to help newcomers 
settle into our friendly village 
community by getting to know 
each other a bit better!

If you have any interesting stories 
to share or are new to the village 
and would like to introduce 
yourselves, please email me to 
cheritonnews@gmail.com

Lucy x

mailto:cheritonnews%40gmail.co.uk?subject=
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Volunteer With Us
Would you like to help people?
To continue our work, we constantly need to recruit volunteers.  
We provide full training and ongoing support. If you would be 
interested in getting involved, please contact: recruitment@
ruraldevoncab.org.uk. 

We’d love to hear from you!

Citizen’s Advice
Accessing Foodbanks
Heating or eating; it is a stark choice faced 
by increasing numbers of people as the costs 
of both continue to rise. Citizens Advice 
Torridge, North, Mid & West Devon (CA 
TNMWD) is working with Trussell in North 
Devon and we have an adviser available at 
Foodbanks in Bideford, Ilfracombe, South 
Molton, Braunton and Holsworthy. We also 
have a presence in the Tavistock food bank on 
Friday mornings.

Foodbanks are community organisations 
that can help if you can’t afford food or if you 
need emergency food, but a referral is usually 
needed before you can use one. You can get a 
referral for yourself and any family members 
you live with including your partner.

You can be referred to a food bank by CA 
TNMWD or from your GP, local council, 
housing association or social worker. 
Whichever organisation refers you will give 
you a voucher – but be careful to check if it 
is only valid on a particular day. CA TNMWD 
has advisers in attendance at food banks to 
make people aware of any benefit that they 
are eligible to claim, advise on other help that 
is available such as referring to our Energy 
Team for advice on energy savings or getting 
fuel vouchers if you qualify. Very often people 
have no idea what help is available to them 
and that is where we come in; if we cannot 

help you directly, we can usually signpost you 
to other organisations that can. The aim is to 
give people alternative solutions to relying on 
a food bank.

When you visit a food bank you will need to 
let them know about any allergies or dietary 
requirements. A food parcel usually contains 
enough food for three days and you may 
also be able to get essential toiletries like 
toothpaste or deodorant.

Some food banks have a limit on the number 
of times you can visit but a chat with our 
Adviser will hopefully have opened up other 
avenues to help.

People are coming to CA TNMWD in greater 
numbers with problems that are increasingly 
complex. As ever, our plea is that if you 
could volunteer for maybe one day a week 
to please get in touch. There is information 
on our website www.citizensadvicetnmwd.
org.uk or you can contact recruitment@
citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk. Volunteers 
get full training and ongoing support, they 
make new friends and know that they are 
making a valuable contribution to their local 
community. Why not join the team?

Rosanna Teale 
Citizens Advice Torridge, North,  
Mid & West Devon

http://www.citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk
http://www.citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk
mailto:recruitment%40citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk?subject=
mailto:recruitment%40citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk?subject=
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Neighbourhood Watch
Reminders on Protection
The police are telling us that more burglaries 
take place when thieves take advantage of 
the longer dark evenings. 

Burglars will if possible enter through the 
front door if found unlocked, this could 
happen not just when it’s dark. Keep all 
external doors closed and securely locked 
with at least a 5 lever mortice lock or fitted 
with a multi locking system. 

Burglaries are often a crime of opportunity, 
so do not leave presents, valuables, keys and 
car keys where they can be seen through a 
window. Also try to ensure that delivered 
parcels and packages are not left on door 
steps for long but taken inside asap and 
stored away from prying eyes.

Power Bank
If you find that your mobile phone or other 
device has low or no power at all when there 
is a power cut or a emergency arises, the 
solution is to have a Power Bank fully charged 
beforehand and when needed. 

There are a number of these on the market, 
and one that has caught our eye is called 
ASPERX power bank at around £15 for two 
on Ebay. They are about the same size as a 
mobile phone and once connected to your 
mobile phone or other device with a cable 
that comes with it, a quick charge will take 
place. Also being small it can be taken with 
you when out and about or when going away. 
Well worth the money !

Driving when Distracted
D & C Police have created a video to illustrate 
the dangers of driving whilst distracted. 

We all know that a moment’s distraction can 
result in an accident. It counts as dangerous 
or careless driving and you are putting 
yourself and others at serious risk. 

Roads are dangerous places normally and 
now seem to be getting busier especially on 

the approach to Christmas. Remember, stay 
focused when driving at all times to arrive 
safely at your destination.

Cold Callers
We have been informed that Cold Callers 
are around. They are visiting properties 
suggesting that they note that repairs and 
work is required to be done. 

Be very vigilant and wary of cold callers and 
what they say. On no account let them into 
your home or make any payment to them. 

If you are on your own, ask them to return 
once you have talked to a family member 
or a trusted neighbour. If they make you 
uncomfortable, phone your neighbour, the 
police on 101 or in an emergency 999.

Stolen Phone
It is a horrible feeling and can be very 
stressful to have your phone stolen. If you 
can do lock or shut down the phone remotely 
from a laptop, tablet or by using another 
phone. Inform the network provider and give 
them the reference IMEI number found on 
the box it came in or by using online services. 

Inform your bank as they will suspend 
payment methods and banking apps. Report 
to the police on 101 and give them the IMEI 
number. Change passwords and contact the 
insurance company if you have mobile phone 
insurance. 

That’s all for this edition. Neighbourhood 
Watch hope that you all will enjoy the 
Christmas break and stay safe and well.

Always be observant and 
vigilant and keep your eyes open 

when out and about.

Contacts
Jean Martin: 01647 24586 
Police: 101 or 999 for an emergency
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Health & Lifestyle

Cheriton Bishop & 
Teign Valley Practice
Cheriton Bishop
Monday to Friday, 8am – 6pm 
except Bank or statutory holidays 
Late Clinic on Tuesday evenings

Christow
Monday & Tuesday, 8.30am – 12pm 
Wednesday to Friday, 2pm – 6pm

Urgent on the day service,  
8am – 11.30am every day
To help us deal with the large number of enquiries, 
please visit www.cheritonbishoppractice.co.uk 
and click on ‘contact us’ and complete the request. 
Alternatively, our Healthcare Co-ordinators can 
text you a link. Those unable to use service this 
can call reception. 

The information that you provide will enable the 
Duty Doctor to deal with your request efficiently.

Contact:
To make an appointment contact the surgery on 
01647 24272 or via the NHS App. Monday to Friday 
between 8am and 6pm

Website: www.cheritonbishop.co.uk

Skills  
for Life
Members of the YFC can 
benefit from training in 
areas that will help either 
with your job, such as 
gaining a Proficiency 
Test or Certificate of 
Competence in vocational 
areas of your choice, 
or help you develop 
some skills that will give 
you confidence in your 
personal life.

For more information 
or to enrol, please visit 
www.devonyfc.co.uk/yfc-
training/

Denise Turner 
Administration & Finance 
Officer

Devon Federation of Young 
Farmers’ Clubs,  Rural Hub,  
The Amory Building,  
Cheriton Bishop, Devon EX6 6JH

Cheriton Bishop Facebook Page
The Facebook page is for the residents of Cheriton Bishop and the surrounding area. 

It has been created to remind people of events that are taking place, clubs etc, 
somewhere to post photographs of the village, gardening, nature, if you need help that 
someone in the village maybe able to assist with, plants to swap or sell, pretty much 
anything really. 

If you would like to be part of this Facebook group, please send a request to:  
www.facebook.com groups/433590694063276

http://www.cheritonbishoppractice.co.uk
http://www.cheritonbishop.co.uk 
https://www.devonyfc.co.uk/yfc-training/
https://www.devonyfc.co.uk/yfc-training/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/433590694063276
http://www.facebook.com groups/433590694063276
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In the Garden
Winter Optimism
December and January are quite different months for 
the gardener. In December plants are dying back but 
by January the days are getting longer and there are 
seeds that can be sown for the growing season ahead.

There is still plenty of tidying that can be done on 
good days in December. Paths can be power washed 
to make them less slippery or you can use sharp sand, 
a stiff brush and a lot of elbow grease. 

Cut down tall roses by up to half to prevent wind-
rock loosening the roots. Brassicas such as Brussels 
sprouts might also need securing or earthing up. 

Prune woody shrubs and fruit trees to give them 
an open centre to allow airflow. Start by cutting out 
any dead, diseased or damaged wood, particularly 
checking that branches do not cross. Remove about 
one third of the stems of your blackcurrant bush to 
maintain its vigour.

Whenever you have time and energy during the Winter 
months you can mulch the spaces between your 
plants. 

We’re getting more daylight by January and you 
can start sowing seeds ready for blooms in the 
Summer. Sweet pea seeds will germinate at quite low 
temperatures but need a deep pot to enable their 
roots to develop. Keep them under cover in a light 
place to grow on ready to be planted out in March. 
Early potatoes can be placed on a cool light windowsill 
in an egg box so that they can chit (grow shoots) ready 
to be planted out in the Spring.

Plant deciduous bare root hedges now as long as the 
ground isn’t frozen. Trim back vigorous climbers such 
as Virginia Creeper and Ivy to keep them within limits 
and out of roof spaces! You could also aerate your 
lawn to alleviate damage done  
by impaction.

Meanwhile, enjoy the precious, 
often highly scented but  
inconspicuous blooms of  
Winter such as Hamamelis  
and Sarcococca and look out  
for emerging snowdrops!

Sally Rix

Feed the Birds
During Winter, long cold  
nights and short days  
make natural bird  
food scarce.  
Keeping a bird  
feeder full of  
energy-rich bird  
food can really 
make a difference.

Top tips: 
Blackbirds will  
mostly feed on  
the ground and will eat a broad 
range of foods, from suet pellets 
to mealworms. House Sparrows, 
Dunnocks and Collared Doves also 
prefer to feed on the ground and will 
be attracted by small seeds.  

Blue Tits and Great Tits like a feeder, 
eating seeds as well as suet and 
peanuts. Finches, also use a feeder, 
and they love sunflower hearts. 

If you’re keen to attract Goldfinches 
or Siskins, try Nyjer seeds as they 
love them. Nyjer seed is also popular 
with Greenfinches and Redpolls. 

Suet balls and other fat-based food 
bars are excellent high energy giving 
foods for Winter and popular with 
a wide range of birds. Mealworms 
are especially popular with Robins 
and Blue Tits, and may attract other 
insect-eating birds such as Pied 
Wagtails. 

Look for good quality bird food – 
those that don’t include ‘fillers’ such 
as dried peas and beans, red dari and 
wholewheat that birds rarely eat. 
You can also put out dried fruit or 
apples and pears. Don’t use anything 
mouldy or salty, and if you have a dog 
don’t put out dried fruit as vine fruits, 
such as raisins, can be toxic to them.
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Church Messages
Holy Trinity, 
Yeoford
As with all churches we have a very 
busy December. Starting with our 
community Christmas Lunch on 
December 1st,  the children make 
the pudding on stir up Sunday.

Some of the congregation have 
made pom-poms that the children 
have decorated to go on Holy Trinity 
tree at the Christmas Tree Festival 
at Holy Cross. I wish you all a happy 
& blessed Christmas.

Carol Price, 07806 856256

December 2025
Café Company
Mondays from 10am - 11am  
(except when there is Lunch Club)

Christmas Lunch Club
Monday 1st December,  
12:15 for 12.30pm

Services in December:
Sunday 14th, 9.30am:  
Holy Communion

Sunday 21st 5pm:  
Candle lit Carol Service

Christmas Eve 
4pm: Crib Service 
9pm: Holy Communion

January 2026
Community Lunch
Monday 5th, 12:15 for 12.30pm

Services in December:
Sunday 11th, 9.30am:  
Holy Communion
Sunday 25th, 11.15am:  
Christingle 
Coffee & cake from 11am

West Down  
Evangelical Chapel
Yeoford Road, Cheriton Bishop, EX6 6HG 
Telephone: 01647 24264 or 01647 24660

Communion is held at all morning services.  
Please call on for information about our services. 

December 2025
Tuesday 2nd, 10.30am:  
Ladies Bible Study & Prayer at Venbridge House

Sunday 7th, 11am:  
Communion & Service with Freddie Hawkins

Friends & Neighbours
Wednesday 10th, 2pm - 4pm: Christmas Crafts 
Everyone welcome to join us for a festive cup of tea,  
mince pies and a chat

Sunday 14th, 11am : Communion & Service with Rev David 
Cole. 3pm Christmas Carol Service with Rev David Cole 
Refreshments to follow 

Tuesday 16th, 10.30am:  
Ladies Bible Study & Prayer at Venbridge House

Sunday 21st, 11am: Communion & Service with John Allan

Thursday 25th, 10.30am - 11.15am:  
Christmas Day Celebration

Sunday 28th, 11am: Communion & Service , ‘Reflection’

January 2026
Sunday 4th, 11am:  
Communion & Service with Gerald Downs

Sunday 11th, 11am: Communion & Service with John Allan

Friends & Neighbours
Wednesday 14th, 2pm -4pm: Everyone welcome

Sunday 18th, 11am: Communion & Service with Chris 
Down followed by Lunch and Prayer Fellowship 

Sunday 25th, 11am:  
Communion & Service with Andrew Conlan

Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas 
and a healthy & peaceful New Year!
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Church Messages
Churchwarden’s Ramblings
Thank You
Many thanks to the Churchyard working 
party and caterers, we were a select bunch 
but trimmed hedges and tidied around the 
church we also enjoyed a hot lunch, needless 
to say, most of the work was done in the 
morning.

Services
There are several changes in 
the Service List this month 
and the evening services will 
usually be at 3pm over the 
Winter period.

This year the Candle Lit Carol Service at 
Cheriton Bishop will be at 7pm on Wednesday 
17th December with seasonal refreshments 
afterwards, everyone welcome. 

On Christmas Day there will be a Christingle 
Communion Service at 10am. 

Church Prize Draw 
A reminder that the Church Prize Draw, in aid 
of church funds, with 100 Prizes continues 
and tickets can be purchased from Julie 
Drake, myself and members of the PCC. It will 
be drawn on the 10th of January and a list of 

winners made available 
after the 11am Family 
Service on 11th January.

Food Larder
Further thanks to those who donated goods 
at Harvest for use in the Food Larder; the 
collection from the service has been set aside 
to help buy goods as required. 

The Larder is there for anyone to use and is 
always open for donations, with a reasonable 
use-by date please. Donations can be left 
with the receptionist at the Surgery.

Organist Wanted
As mentioned in a 
previous newsletter, if you 
play the piano or keyboard, 
and have a yearning to 
play the organ at St Mary’s 
please give me a call.

I wish you all a Merry Christmas,  
and a Happy & Peaceful New Year 

Alan Greenslade 
Churchwarden 
01647 24002

Support Your Community
There’s no better place than Acorn
We are truly grateful to all our fabulous 
volunteers. If you would like to contribute some 
time to Acorn Community Support by becoming 
a volunteer then please contact the office on 
01647 252701. 

We’d love to hear from you…



21

Services at St Mary’s
St Mary’s, Cheriton Bishop & North Kenn 
Mission Community Churches
Welcome to St Mary’s: We invite everyone, including children, to attend all of our services. 
Spalding Hall is open for the use of the toilets during highlighted service times.

December Services
Sunday 7th: Advent 2

9.30am	 Holcombe Burnell	 Holy Communion	 Revd Martin Wood
10am	 Whitestone	 Morning Prayer	 Lay Led
11am	 Tedburn St Mary	 Family Service	 Revd Martin Wood	
3pm	 Cheriton Bishop	 Evening Prayer	 Revd Martin Wood

Thursday 11th	
10.30am	 Pathfinder	 Holy Communion	 Revd Martin Wood

Sunday 14th: Advent 3
9.30am	 Holcombe Burnell	 Holy Communion	 Revd V Lee	
9.30am	 Whitestone	 Holy Communion	 Revd Martin Wood
11am	 Cheriton Bishop	 Family Service	 Revd Martin Wood
3pm	 Oldridge	 Carols	 Revd Martin Wood
3pm	 Pathfinder	 Prayer and Fellowship
6pm	 Tedburn St Mary	 Evening Prayer	 Revd Martin Wood

Wednesday 17th	
7pm	 Cheriton Bishop	 Carol Service	 Revd Martin Wood	

Thursday 18th	
10.30am	 Pathfinder	 Holy Communion	 Revd Martin Wood	
7pm	 Whitestone	 Carols	 Revd Martin Wood

Sunday 21st: Advent 4
3pm	 Pathfinder	 Carols
4pm	 Tedburn St Mary	 Carols	 Revd Martin Wood
6pm	 Holcombe Burnell	 Carols	 Revd Martin Wood

Wednesday 24th: Christmas Eve
3pm	 Tedburn St Mary	 Crib Service	 Revd Martin Wood
9pm	 Tedburn St Mary	 Christmas Communion	 Revd Martin Wood	
10.30pm	 Whitestone	 Christmas Communion	 Revd Martin Wood

Thursday 25th: Christmas Day
10am	 Cheriton Bishop	 Christingle Communion	 Revd Martin Wood
10.30am	 Holcombe Burnell	 Christmas Communion	 Revd V Lee

Sunday 28th: Christmas 1
10.30am	 Tedburn St Mary	 Team Communion	 Revd Martin Wood
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Services at St Mary’s
St Mary’s, Cheriton Bishop & North Kenn 
Mission Community Churches
Welcome to St Mary’s: We invite everyone, including children, to attend all of our services. 
Spalding Hall is open for the use of the toilets during highlighted service times.

January 2026 Services
Sunday 4th: Epiphany

9.30am	 Holcombe Burnell	 Holy Communion	 Revd Martin Wood
10am	 Whitestone	 Morning Prayer	 Lay Led
11am	 Tedburn St Mary	 Family Service	 Revd Martin Wood
3pm	 Cheriton Bishop	 Evening Prayer	 Revd Martin Wood

Thursday 8th	
10.30am	 Pathfinder	 Holy Communion	 Revd Martin Wood

Sunday 11th: Baptism of Christ
9.30am	 Holcombe Burnell	 Holy Communion	 Revd V Lee
9.30am	 Whitestone	 Parish Communion	 Revd Martin Wood
11am	 Cheriton Bishop	 Family Service	 Revd Martin Wood
3pm	 Pathfinder	 Prayer and Fellowship
3pm	 Tedburn St Mary	 Evening Prayer	 Revd Martin Wood

Sunday 18th: Epiphany 2
9.30am	 Cheriton Bishop	 Parish Communion	 Revd Martin Wood
11am	 Whitestone	 Parish Worship	 Revd Martin Wood
11am	 Tedburn Methodists	 Covenant Service	
11am	 Holcombe Burnell	 Morning Prayer	 Lay Led
3pm	 Pathfinder	 Evening Prayer	 Revd Martin Wood

Thursday 22nd	
10.30am	 Pathfinder	 Holy Communion	 Revd Martin Wood

Sunday 25th: Epiphany 3
9.30am	 Cheriton Bishop	 Morning Prayer	 Lay Led
9.30am	 Tedburn St Mary	 Holy Communion BCP	 Revd Martin Wood
11am	 Holcombe Burnell	 Family Service	 Revd Martin Wood
3pm	 Pathfinder	 United Service
6pm	 Whitestone	 Evening Prayer	 Revd Martin Wood
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The words ‘Bah Humbug’ and ‘Scrooge’ 
immediately remind us of a famous 
Christmas story. They come from the 
Charles Dickens novel ‘A Christmas Carol’. 
Many of us are aware of the story, but may 
have never actually read the book by Charles 
Dickens. We have probably seen the film 
versions or TV dramas based on the story. 
It is almost an annual event to have some 
new adaptation or a repeat of a favourite 
version. It has become a traditional part of 
the Christmas television. Sadly, I remember 
the Muppet version with most affection! 

It is interesting that the main character, 
Ebenezer Scrooge, has had his surname 
adopted into our English language and is 
associated with meanness and a lack of 
Christmas spirit. The book was written 
at the height of the Industrial Revolution, 
posing profound questions about the plight 
of the poor and the responsibilities of both 
society and the wealthy towards them.

There is a parallel idea, many people 
who have never read the story of Mary 
and Joseph in the bible. Yet they already 
know the story through nativity plays and 
television dramas. 

The context of the Nativity Story is also 
important; it takes place during the time of 
Roman occupation and the need for a census 
to ensure that the correct taxes are paid to 
the Romans. The Jewish nation is looking for 
freedom from occupation and oppression. 

Returning to one of the central characters 
in Dickens’ story, the lasting legacy 
of Ebenezer Scrooge appears to be 
the meanness he characterizes. He is 
remembered for his poor qualities, including 
overworking his employees, their poor 
working conditions, low pay, hostility 
towards worthy causes, and the scorn of 
good times. 

We are given a glimpse  
that in his youth, his  
affections were scorned,  
and he became bitter and  
insular. The story was not  
meant to dwell on his  
shortcomings, but rather  
upon his transformation  
and redemption. 

Scrooge should be about turning a  
negative attitude into a transformed spirit  
of generosity. Yet the word ‘scrooge’ 
remains frozen in his past life and not in his 
liberated life.

I often feel the Christmas story is also locked 
in the past. People accept that Jesus was 
born and that he did some good deeds. But 
like Ebenezer Scrooge, the transformation in 
Jesus and his significance is largely lost and 
seems more like an idle tale. 

The Christmas story is about a human 
beginning, but it also has an ending on Good 
Friday when Jesus dies on a cross. If that 
were all there was to it, then it would just be 
ordinary. But Easter Day replaces death with 
new life and hope. It speaks of God’s love for 
each one of us. 

What is really extraordinary is 
that God chose the humble birth 

of Jesus to change the world. 

So, is the point of Scrooge to warn us about 
meanness, or that we can be transformed? 

So, is the point of Christmas about a baby 
being born, or that God works to forgive and 
restore us?

Rev. Martin Wood 
The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop  
01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) 
revwood163@gmail.com

Messages from St Mary’s
Christmas Stories
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Minutes of the CB Parish Council Meeting
Monday 10th November, 7pm, Spalding Hall, Cheriton Bishop

Present:		�  Chair Cllr P O’Neil, Vice Chair Cllr R Marshal, Cllr C Royle, Cllr A Fry.  
No members of the public were present 

Attending:	 Parish Clerk – J Clark

1.	 To receive and accept apologies. MDDC Cllr Chenore

2.	 To receive Declarations of Interest. None

3.	 Public Discussion. None

4.	 Planning 

	 25/01379/FULL - Change of use of 7 holiday lets to residential dwellings 
Horselake Farm Cheriton Bishop Exeter 
Following a discussion the council resolved unanimously by a show of hands to support the application

5.	 To consider the draft minutes of the October Parish Council meeting as a correct record. 

	 The council resolved to approve the minutes of the October meeting unanimously by a show of hands and 
the minutes were signed by the Chair

6.	 To receive reports from MDDC Councillors. Nothing received

7.	 To receive a report from Devon County Council (DCC). Nothing to report

8.	 To discuss a potential Community Infrastructure Levy on the new location for the proposed farm shop by 
Woodleigh Junction. 

	 The Chair advised the council that a CIL of £75,000 is currently applied to the application for a farm shop 
close to Woodleigh Junction and that this seems excessive and may be prohibitive to the development. The 
council resolved that the Chair contact Teignbridge District council to clarify. CHAIR TO ACTION

9.	 To consider the parish council’s priorities for 2026-2027. 

	 Clerk was asked to distribute the previous list of priorities and put an item on the agenda for the December 
meeting in order to consider priorities going forward. CLERK TO ACTION

10.	 To consider the financial position and future spend of the council and discuss impact on the Precept 
request for 2026-2027. 

	 The Chair presented recommendations for reserves and financial planning for 2026-2027. Cllr Marshall 
agreed to speak to the existing mowing contractors with a view to developing a specification for future work 
and requesting quotes for future work. CLERK TO ACTION. CLLR MARSHALL TO ACTION

	 The Chair discussed the council’s current financial position and it was agreed that the parish council will 
consider this and report back at the December meeting with a view to agreeing the precept request.  
CLERK TO ACTION

11.	 Repairs & Maintenance – to consider any repairs and maintenance needed for PC assets. 

	 Clerk to forward Chair’s letter regarding the Village Gateway signs to DCC Highways. CLERK TO ACTION

12.	 To receive and approve the bank reconciliation as at 31st October, 2025. 

	 The council resolved to approve the bank reconciliation unanimously by a show of hands.  
Clerk to use the Instant Access bank account for the Newsletter financial activity. CLERK TO ACTION

CB Parish Council
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CB Parish Council
13.	 Accounts - to approve the following payments.  

The council resolved to approve the payments unanimously by a show of hands
 	 Service	 AMOUNT	 VAT	 TOTAL
Mrs Jane Clark 	 Clerk’s salary	 £392.62	 No	 £392.62
HMRC 	 Clerk’s PAYE	 £91.60	 No	 £91.60
Spalding Hall 	 Storage and collation of newsletter	 £53.00	 No	 £53.00
Spalding Hall 	 Hall hire	 £15.00	 No	 £15.00
Clarity Copiers	 Black and colour pages for newsletter	 £42.55	 £8.51	 £51.06
Lawrence Wilson	 For mowing services	 £70.00	 No	 £70.00
YPO	 Paper supplies for village newsletter	 221.15	 44.23	 £265.38

14.	 To receive reports from Councillors: for information only. 

	 Cllr Royle pointed out that Tedburn St Mary Parish Council are consulting with their parish regarding bus 
services and asked if the Cheriton Bishop could do anything about looking into the problems facing bus users 
in the village. Clerk to send details of the ‘Transport Poverty’ webinar. CLERK TO ACTION.

	 The Chair Cllr O’Neill reported that he has spoken to South West Water regarding the level of disruption from 
the recent road closure between Cheriton Bishop and Whiddon Down.

	 Cllr O’Neill told the council he has received several complaints about mud on Church Lane and in response he 
has written to the Bunny Homes.

15.	 To receive report from clerk: for information only.

	 The clerk reported that she has a meeting organised in order to complete the updated ACV request for the 
Old Thatch. 

	 Clerk to look at other ACVs that apply and inform councillors of the date of expiration. CLERK TO ACTION

	 Dates of next three meetings (second Monday of the month) at Spalding Hall:  
12th January, 2026, 9th February 2026 and 9th March 2026.

Classifieds
FOR SALE Siemens fridge-freezer, as new, £175 
ono. ‘Mass’ catering this Xmas? Make life just a 
tad easier with an extra fridge-freezer in your 
garage or shed! Phone Jane on 07529218868

FOR SALE set of MacGregor golf clubs, with 
hooded bag and stand, £80 ono. FOR SALE set of 
ladies’ golf clubs - Tour Classic , with hooded bag, 
£50 ono. Phone Jane on 07529218868

FOR SALE Ashford Traditional wooden spinning 
wheel with 4 spools, ‘niddy noddy’ holder, pair of 
hand carders and instruction manual. Excellent 
condition, £250 ono. Call Pat on 07581 239926

SELLING OR FREE-CYCLING?  
If you would like to list something here, please 
email cheritonnews@gmail.com. It is completely 
free! Don’t forget to include a contact number
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Waste Collection
Collections & Info
Collection days for this area are Monday or 
Tuesday depending on your postcode.

You can find your collection day here:  
www.middevon.gov.uk/residents/recycling-
rubbish/check-collection-dates/

Please remember to put waste and recycling 
containers out at the kerbside where they 
can be seen easily, either after 6pm the night 
before, or before 6am on your collection day.

* Late collections due to bank holidays

Yellow Pages Advertising Rates & Info
Advertising in 10 issues: ¼ page = £55, ½ page = £100
Your ad should be supplied in A4 size (portrait for quarter page, landscape for half page)  
so that we can re-size the artwork to fit our template. 
We cannot print adverts with a black/grey background or with large blocks of black/grey.
Please email: cheritonads@gmail.com

Updated from November 2025

December 2025

Dates:

1st / 2nd  
8th / 9th   
15th / 16th  
22nd / 23rd  
*30th / *31st   

January 2026

Dates:

*6th / *7th  
12th / 13th  
19th / 20th   
26th / 27th  

Food waste is collected weekly from your 
blue food caddy

Recyclables are collected fortnightly from 
your black & green recycling boxes

Chargeable garden waste is collected 
fortnightly from your brown wheelie bin

Non-recyclables are collected every 3 weeks 
from black wheelie bins or reusable sacks

Cans 4 City Collection
Support your local football club - recycle your drink cans! 
Cans4City is based in Exeter and is a joint 
initiative between Exeter City Football 
Club and Exeter City Council. The scheme 
raises money for a good causes by recycling 

empty drink cans. Read more online at 
everycancounts.co.uk/cash-for-cans/
Drop your aluminium drinks cans into the 
collection box in Cheriton Bishop Surgery.


























